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VINDICATED. 
5 M O N G other Means, which 


vernment, and then to reduce us to Popery : 


The Miſrepreſenting of ſundry Texts of Scri- 


pture, has done them none of the leaſt Service. 
Of which, the Precept of St. Paul, in Rom. 13, 


v. I, and 2, may be reckon'd one of the Chief; 


and is as follows. 
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Let every Soul be ſubje& to the (Superior or) Co- 
| werning Powers. For there 1s no Government, but _ 
nder God: For the Governments that are, were or- 
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785 14 he who Oppoſeth the Government, Re ſiſteth 
the Ordinance of God; but they that Reſiſt, ſhall re- 
ceive Condemnation to themſelves, 


2 5 ? Either 


ſome Cunning Men, within the laſt 
Century , began to make uſe of, 

to abuſe the Weak and Unlearned; 
and thereby, firſt to introduce an Arbitrary Go- 
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Fither the deſperate. Wickedneſs, or the Igno- 
rance,or theInadvertency of ſome Men, who teach 
the Doctrine of Non- Reſiſtance; might eaſily 


be evinced only by comparing this Precept, with 
ſome others of the ſame Apoſtle. But I rather 


chuſe to ſhew it, from the Precept it ſelf. The 
Words whereof, as will appear, St. Paul hath made 


Choice of with great Wiſdom, 

For firſt, he. doth not fay , Let every Soul be 
ſubject Tiexaviaus, to any Sort of Tyrannical Powers : 
That is, Violent Powers, againſt the ſettled Form 
of Government. By the Exerciſe whereof the 
Word, Tyranny, tho at firſt Innocent, yet be- 
came Infamous, long before St. Pauls Time; 
But Let every Soul be ſub je dd gu ciaus, to Authorities, 

or the Fuſt Powers of any Government, as the Word 
always ſignifies. 

Aud therefore, in the Bible appointed in the 
Reign of King Hen. VIII. to be read in Churches, 
and approved by Archb. Cranmer; the Text is 


render'd, Let every Soul ſubmit bimſeif to the Au- 


7 bority of the Higher Powers. That! 15, to the Go- 
verning Powers, and not VF: Man's Lawleſs 


Will. 


And here, the Word cannot put be under- 


ſtood, Of a Juſt or Lawful Power; as bei 
ſaid to be 73 Oel Namii , the Ordinance of God. 


Which Powers may be Juſt , tho' Dock, ; 


God having given Examples , both of the Li- 
mited, under the Moſaicłk Law, and of the other, 


i under the Hebrew Kings; to whom , if he did 


not give, yet permitted a Deſpotick Power to 
be added to it, as appears, 1 Sam. 8. 9, 0 17. Ne- 


ceſſary to break the Stubbornneſs, or reſtrain 


the Fury, of that or any other People; and for 


ſoime of tlioſe Domigions, which are. of. greater 
Extent, e 8 þ * Next, 
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Next, it is ſpecially to be obſerved, that tho 
St. Paul, in the 3d Verſe of this Chapter, men- 
tions 4eorres, Princes or Rulers, in order to tel! 
us the end for which they are intruſted; yet 
here, where he forbids Reſiſting, he ſpeaks not of 
Reſiſting the 5 agg", the Prince or Ruler; nor the 
5 YLumagis, the Lord or Governor; but thei ,,, 
the Government ; whichhe will by no means have 
Oppos d or REH. e THER £5 
Neither is the Particle SN cours, the Governin 

or Superior Powers, to be taken for a Pleonaſm. 
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But added, Becauſe that in every Government, | 
there are ſundry Degrees and Sorts of Superior | 
Powers: And of Two Perſons, the one of Su- | 


perior Quality, may be under the other of Su- 
perior Power. And tho' there is no Perſon Su- 
perior to the King, or more Excellent or Honourable, 
as the Word alſo ſignifies; and is ſo meant by 
St. Paul, Phil. 2. 3. d ,a“ ο⁰ ν iονννοανννt each 
eſteeming another more Excellent than himſelf : Yet 
the Law hath that Power, That he cannot do 
any thing after his own Will againft the ſame. 
So that the Apoſtle's Command is plainly this, | 
Let every one, High, as well as Low, Conform to | 
thoſe Powers, which according to the Conſtitution of 
the Government, are Superior to him, = 
And therefore, leſt the Sovereign ſhould 
think his Subjects alone concerned to obey this 
Precept, and not himſelf likewiſe ; The Apoſtle 
moſt expreſly extends it to All; zz Jug &c. 
Let every Soul (as well the Sovereign as the Sub- 
jet) be Conformable to the Government, and not 
If any ſhall contend, That by the Word — 
Wroia, Government, the Prince or Governor, is 
ſolely intended ; It may be ſaid; but what is | 
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_ abſurd, cannot be prov'd. As if we ſhould ſay, 
when we ſpeak of the Church, we mean the 
Archbiſhop. All that can be granted, is thus 
much; That as the Adjunct is ſometimes put for 
the Subject; fo, as far as the Prince or Governor 
acts conformably to the Government, and thereby = 
keeps up his Relation to it, he may be included 
in that Word. But to ſay, He is /olely intended, 
without any reſpe& to the Government ; is firſt 
to annihilate the Adjun#, and then pretend 
it to be put for the Subject. And ſo is to impute 
to the Apoſtle, who knew how to ſpeak as well 
" as any Man, Want of Common Senſe ; in put- 
ting the Word Government, for ſuch a Governor, 
$3 2s will have nothing to do with it 
| : Nor would it be more weak, than impious, to 
1 think ſo wiſe a Man, and guided by the Holy 
_ Ghoſt, in giving a Precept, with reſpect to the 
| Publick Peace, as this is; ſhould put a Bar upon 
1 the Violence of the Subject, and not that of the 
Aro | 3 
Again, That this Precept might oblige Men 
under all Sorts of Government; the Apoſtle uſeth 
Two Words to expreſs all Sorts of Oppoſers or 
Re ſiſters. EP can VE 5 
The former, an b, primarily ſignifies, 
thoſe that Oppoſe or Reſiſt by Military Force. But al- 
fo, metaphorically, thoſe that Oppoſe or Reſiſt on- 
ly by Words So Iſocrat. vov dd e mls Mow , 
be d hon, i. e. And now truly they have on- 
ly oppoſed themſelves by prating againſt uu Or by 
Law: So Aſcbin. ue & your, wess TW TeTAY 
efraiJuan, i. e. to oppoſe their Impudence by a Law, | by 
T be other Word, de, ſignifies indiffe= | 
rently, thoſe that make an) kind of Oppoſition or 
EReſiſtance, by Force, Word, or Law, © 
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Whence it is evident, that the Apoſtle, in 
forbidding Reſiſtance, doth it not ſimply with re- 
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8 ſpect to the Governor, but alſo the Government : 


Or, which is all one, with reſpect to the Gower- 
ner only as be Acts with the Power of theGovernmext, 
For if a Man under a Deſpotick Government, 
as was the Roman in St. Paul's Time, ſhould any 
way Reſiſt the Vill of the Prince; it would be 
interpreted, a Reſiſting the Government. Be- 
cauſe by the Conſtitution of ſuch a Government, 
bis Will, in very many Caſes, is equal to a Law. 
Bur in a Limited Government, as this of Great 
Britain , if a Man thinks he is Injur'd by the 
Prince ; he may Reſiſt bus Will by a Legal De- 
| fence, without Reſiſting the Government. As my 
Lord of London lately did Her Majeſties, about 
the Vicar of St. Martius, without the Imputation 
of Sin in ſo doing. e 
And therefore, for any Man to ſay here in 
England, that the King is Unaccountable to his 
Subject, is Stuff. If a Prince ſhall proſecute his 
Subjects, the Meaneſt of them may require 
Him, to ſhew Cauſe, Why ? And a Jury are the 
Arbitrators betwixt Them both. By whoſe 
Means, it ſometimes comes to paſs, that he ſaves 
to himſelf his Liberty, Eſtate, and Life, ſorely 
__ againſt the Will of an Oppreſſing Prince. And 
yet only to ask, Why ? under a Deſpotick Go- 
vernwent, may be ſuch a Reſting, as to deſerve 
2 Bow-ftring, if not an Empalement. Bt 


| Now if it be Lawſul for any one Subject, to 
Reſiſt the Mill of the Sovereign, by ſuch Means 


as the Government allows: Much more is it, for 
the People to Reſiſt that Sovereign, who by Op- 
Poſing or Reſiſting the Government, that is, who 
by open Acts of Violence endeavours to over- 
throw the Conſtitution, can have no other but 
EO. ns 6 a Pri- 
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a Private Vl; nor any other but 2 Tyrannical 


Power: wheteof St. Paul, in this Precept, faith 
nothing, as L have before obſerved. And if to 


maintain his Ex orbitant or Raule: 1751, He 


Arms himſelf; they may then Reſg Force with 
Fe,, Rnt5 Ton 5, 
_ . | Yeaz-infome Caſes, the People not only may, 


but muſt;Ref#., If the Prince, contrary to St. 


Paul's Precept, and his Oath, a Compact in the 


Preſence of God, ſhall raiſe Forces to DeFroy the 
Goverument; Every one that ſuffers, by refuſing 
to Defend it, is Fio de ſe; and the People, if 
they. Defend it not, Betray it. 

Having made it evident, from the Apoſtle's 
own Words, in this Precept; that he forbiddeth 
not Reſiſtance, Saving with reſpect to the Govern- 
ing Power, where with, by the Conſtitution, he is 
inveſtsd-; I have at once Anſwer'd all the Argu- 
ments uſed to maintain the Common Doctrine 


of Non-Reſiſtance, pretended to 'be taken from 
Councils, Canons, &. and the Opinions of 


our Own and Foreign Clergy, or other Learn- 
ed Men. For that I ſuppoſe they underſtand the 


Precept, in the Senſe I have now given of it: 
Or if any of them mean otherwiſe, it is plain, 


they have not well conſider'd the Original Text. 
I ſhall therefore only ask the Defenders of the 
Doctrine of Non-Reſiſtance, one ſhort Qneſtion : ; 


Whether you think the Princeſs Anne, in Joyn- 
ing with the Prince of Orange, to Reſiſt the Late 
King James, was in ſo Doing, a Damnable Re- 

| bel? If this be your Opinion, Pray ſpeak out: 
That beſides what the Queen has already done 
for ſome of you, the Parliament and People of 
Breat Britain, may know how to do you farther 
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